We Fly As One YMCA Offer

Community Calendar for VNY

The Mid Valley YMCA offers a free family
guest pass and no initiation fee to participating
We Fly As One card-holding members. A partnership between VNY and the San Fernando Valley
Chamber of Commerce, We Fly As One is a free
membership program designed to provide benefits
and savings to chamber merchants and the
employees of VNY and its businesses. Find out
more by visiting www.weflyasone.net or calling
(818) 909-3529.

Annual Food Drive
October 19–November 20
VNY will host its annual food drive to benefit the
SOVA pantry of Van Nuys. VNY will provide donation
boxes for nonperishable, unopened goods, along with
tenants Castle & Cooke, Inc. and Syncro Aviation, Inc.
The Valley Economic Alliance will also participate.
School Holiday Program
December 17, 2009
VNY will sponsor a special holiday program at
Gault Street Elementary School that will include gifts,
live entertainment and drawings for special prizes
donated by local retail, recreational and entertainment
establishments.
Also, tenants are encouraged to attend meetings
of VNY’s Citizens Advisory Council (CAC), which
makes recommendations to the Board of Airport
Commissioners and receives community input on
airport projects and issues, including operations,
facilities development and land utilization at and
around VNY. Meetings take place the first Tuesday
of each month at 7 p.m. For details, log onto
www.lawa.aero/VNYCAC.aspx.
For more information about all upcoming events
and programs, visit www.lawa.aero/vny or call VNY
Public and Community Relations at (818) 909-3529.

About Airport Watch

The Airport Watch program at Van Nuys Airport,
based on the national Aircraft Owners and Pilots
Association (AOPA) program, helps safeguard one
of the world’s busiest general aviation airports.
If you see any suspicious activity, report it
immediately to Airport Police through our hotline at
(866) 4VNY-WATCH (486-9928). For non-urgent Airport
Watch program questions or suggestions, e-mail us
at vnyairportwatch@lawa.org. Thanks for making
Airport Watch a safety priority!

The Airport Watch Alert is published by Van Nuys Airport’s Airport Police in conjunction
with the Public and Community Relations Division. For questions or story suggestions, email vnyairportwatch@lawa.org. For additional copies, contact Cathie Redmond of Airport
Police at (818) 989-1747.
Van Nuys Airport
16461 Sherman Way, Ste. 130
Van Nuys, CA 91406
www.lawa.aero/vny

Staff:
Editors: Lieutenant Carl Sansbury,
Sergeant Randall Blayney and Diana Sanchez

We’ve changed our look and would like to hear what you think. Send us comments
at vnyairportwatch@lawa.org.
As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of
Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide
reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities.
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VNY Airport Police Get New OIC
Lieutenant Carl Sansbury recently assumed the
position of officer-in-command of Airport Police at
Van Nuys Airport as part of several staffing changes.
(See below for details on these changes.)
A 27-year veteran of Airport Police, Lieutenant
Sansbury previously worked at VNY as an officer
from 1997 to 2000. Following his promotion to
sergeant in 2000, he returned to Los Angeles International Airport, where he worked in Patrol Services.
He was promoted to lieutenant in 2005 and assigned
as a watch commander at LAX. In 2007, he was reassigned to the executive officer of police safety services
at LA/Ontario International Airport, where he remained until November 2008.
Airport Security: Your Critical Role
All City of Los Angeles departments feel the effects of the current economic climate, and Airport
Police are no exception. As part of the recent staffing
changes, six officers, two sergeants and one captain
(Captain LaPonda Fitchpatrick) have been reassigned
to LAX, reducing VNY’s number of sworn personnel
by nine people.
“While Airport Police continue to maintain 24hour coverage of the airport and its facilities, there
will be fewer ‘eyes’ to do the job,” said Lieutenant
Sansbury. “This is one reason why YOUR role in the
Airport Watch program is so very critical. Airport
Police cannot be everywhere at once so we need your
help to report any unusual or suspicious activities you

observe in and around the
airport properties—even if
those activities don’t seem
significant at the time.
Airport tenants should
always be alert to strangers
on your ramps and in your
facilities and challenge anyone you don’t recognize.”
He concluded, “Anything that’s a concern to
you is a concern to us, so
please report it.”
If you see suspicious
activity, report it immediately to the Airport Watch
hotline at (866) 4VNYWATCH (486-9928).
For any other questions,
contact Airport Police at
(818) 989-1747.

Lieutenant Carl Sansbury, new
officer-in-command at VNY,
reminds tenants to always report
any unusual or suspicious activities
at the airport.

Upcoming Security Exercises

A tabletop security exercise practicing for potential incidents at the Van Nuys FlyAway will take
place in October 2009, followed by a practical
response exercise a few months later. For questions,
contact Airport Police at (818) 989-1747.

Who’s That Knocking at
Your Door—or Driving Through
Your Gate?

Airport tenants who use remote access control systems like intercoms and closed-circuit video to monitor
and grant access to facilities must be ever vigilant to
properly screen everyone requesting access.
Unlike the face-to-face contact you have when
someone walks through your lobby to gain entrance to
the Air Operations Area (AOA), you may only hear a
voice, or, at best, have a limited view of the occupants
of a vehicle requesting AOA access through your gate.
Recently, several tenants have encountered individuals arriving at vehicle gates and giving tail numbers
of aircraft they claim to be there to meet. On some
occasions the names of passengers who are supposedly
onboard the aircraft also have been provided by these
individuals. Some tenants have allowed these people
through only to later discover that they were actually
soliciting business from the arriving passengers.
Scrutinize Leasehold Access
For primary tenants, remember that you are responsible for the actions of anyone you let onto your
leasehold. Procedures to escort vehicles and pedestrians are strongly recommended. Merely knowing a
tail number (which can be obtained by looking over a
fence or tracking aircraft on noise monitoring systems)
is not enough of a reason to approve access.
Unless there is a legitimate need for a vehicle to access the airfield, consider having the requesting party
park outside the perimeter fence. If you have gate
video cameras, you may request that drivers display
their driver’s license so their information can be captured and their identity confirmed.
If someone attempts to access the airfield through
your leasehold and you believe they are misrepresenting who they are or why they are there, refuse access
and immediately call the Airport Watch hotline at
(866) 4VNY-WATCH (486-9928).

Make sure you know who’s at your gate and confirm a
legitimate reason before granting leasehold access.

LASP NPRM: Modifications
Coming to the Docket

Tenant Spotlight:

The Transportation Security Administration
(TSA) held its third meeting in mid-June to discuss
the Large Aircraft Security Program Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (LASP NPRM) with industry
stakeholders.
This meeting was moderated by John Sammon,
the TSA’s assistant administrator, Transportation
Sector Network Management, and included a broad
network of representatives from industry associations,
such as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and Air
Transport Association, that have an interest in
general aviation.

Aerolease West recently completed several security
and other upgrades at its Van Nuys Airport facilities,
which encompass more than 200,000 square feet of
office and aircraft hangar buildings.
In addition to installing four new and improved
perimeter gates, Aerolease put into place a new surveillance system—with more than 20 cameras—and
a card access system that monitors and records all
activities at each gate, office and lounge entry, plus at
the leasehold ramp areas and parking lots.
“This enhanced equipment not only provides
improved security for our based companies, aircraft
and tenants, but for the entire airport as well,” said
Aerolease Manager Cindy Goodfellow. “As a result
of the requirements to gain and maintain access to
the facilities, each tenant better understands the
importance to maintain diligence and be responsible
for anyone accessing the airport leaseholds.”
Airport Police Sergeant Randall Blayney added,
“Every time a tenant can strengthen control over who
accesses the airfield through its leasehold, we all share
in the benefit.”

Workshops With GA Industry
The TSA began this series of workshops with the
general aviation industry in April as a direct result
of concerns raised by organizations such as the American Association of Airport Executives, National
Business Aviation Association and Aircraft Owners
and Pilots Association.
 	 Topics discussed at the June meeting included
weight threshold, flight crew background checks,
passenger watchlist matching, security coordinators,
prohibited items and more.
The TSA now will consider all comments and
alternative solutions as proposed by the attendees.
A new or modified NPRM then will be submitted to
the docket for public comment.
Proposed Regulation Components
  	 The LASP regulation would require all U.S.
operators of aircraft exceeding 12,500 pounds maximum takeoff weight to implement security programs
subject to TSA compliance audits. The proposed
regulation introduced the potential requirement for
airports servicing large general aviation aircraft to
implement a partial Airport Security Program if they
do not already have one in place, as well as to identify
law enforcement officer support and designate airport
security coordinators.
For more information, visit www.tsa.gov and
enter LASP NPRM in the search field. You will reach
a page with background information and a link to a
PDF document that includes contacts for questions
and comments.

Aerolease West Enhances Security

Pass Code Changes Recommended
Sergeant Blayney said Airport Police recommend
tenants change pass codes at least twice a year to
improve the integrity of leaseholds. If access is controlled via a “smart card” system, you should review
lists of issued cards annually to ensure that past
employee and vendor cards have been returned and
deactivated.
Besides implementing significant security enhancements, last year Aerolease completed a new
multimillion-dollar facility on the airport’s east side.
More recently, the company finished an extensive
renovation on its west side development, consisting of
new hangar doors, concrete tarmacs, hangar lighting,
epoxy/urethane floors, paint and entry gates. Goodfellow said these investments “demonstrate that our
aircraft owners, pilots and aviation enthusiasts are a
vital and necessary presence and provide a significant
economic contribution to the community.”
For more information on Aerolease’s security
upgrades, contact Goodfellow at (805) 231-9177.

Clay Lacy Aviation Honored
VNY fixed base operator Clay Lacy Aviation
recently received recognition in the 21st Annual
Robb Report: Best of the Best special edition by
being selected as the best Aviation Management
Company for 2009.
Congratulations to VNY’s tenants for all of
your accomplishments!

Aerolease West Manager Cindy Goodfellow says the company’s
new perimeter gates, surveillance system and card access
system will enhance security not only for Aerolease, but for all
of VNY.

“Got Signs?”

Does your leasehold have Van Nuys Airport’s
official Airport Watch signs mounted on both sides
of all of your vehicle and pedestrian perimeter
gates? If not, you can obtain them from Airport
Police. These signs let all persons passing through
your gates know to be on the alert for any suspicious activity and have the toll-free Airport Watch
number prominently displayed.
To obtain signs, contact Airport Police at
(818) 989-1747.

