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Los
Angeles . . .
world-renowned as the land of movie stars,
fashion trends, famous stores, freeways,
convertibles, beaches, mountains and more.

But there’s a whole other side to Los Angeles
that many people don’t see . . . so take a closer
look to discover that "This is LA"– home to
the most aggressive environmental standards
and programs in the nation.

Air Quality

"There's no

Los
Angeles

marked a consider-

able achievement in the late 1990s – it measured its cleanest air in

place in LA

50 years, despite the fact that the population had more than tripled

that I can't go

and the number of vehicles had quadrupled during that time. This

in my electric
car. I can

marked the culmination of decades of hard work to reduce air pollution
generated by industry and transportation, but it’s just the beginning.
Through innovative programs designed to use clean-fuel vehicles,
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LA’s Environmental Affairs Department (EAD) has developed and
implemented one such innovative effort, called the Bike Patrols for
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Clean Air Program, that has resulted in the deployment of 115 moun-
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removing officers from patrol vehicles, this program not only has
lowered motor vehicle emissions, but also has resulted in improved
community relations, reduced maintenance time and costs (compared
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— Ed Begley, Jr.
Actor, environmentalist

to those for motor vehicles), improved mobility in congested areas,
and higher employee morale and retention. The EAD plans to expand
the benefits of this program by adding more bicycles in the future.

Another exciting program, this one launched in 1999, lets the city’s utility customers choose new, clean
energy from renewable resources by signing up for Green Power for a Green LA. All monies collected
through this program go to support the development of new renewable energy sources, such as those
produced by the sun, wind and water, to replace electricity from polluting power plants. In just the first
year of this program, about 45,000 customers signed up to support natural and pollution-free power.

The city’s air quality improvement activities also help lower levels of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere,
thus supporting international actions to mitigate the impact of global warming. In fact, LA’s EAD and
Department of Water and Power have prepared a Climate Action Protection Plan to inventory the city’s
emissions of greenhouse gases; develop targets for the reduction of those emissions; quantify the
benefits of existing actions; and propose new measures to help achieve the reduction targets. This
program includes use of cleaner and more efficient vehicles, the bicycle patrols by officers, energy
efficiency retrofits of municipal buildings, green power, solid waste
diversion, solar rooftop installations, energy-efficient streetlight
conversions, and extensive tree planting.

Taken together, these activities promise to contribute
to long-term global benefits, plus to provide more
immediate results at home – in the form of
fewer cases of respiratory illness caused by
smog, plus in the ability to see the blue sky
and the beautiful mountains surrounding LA
on a warm summer day.

Water Quality

The
Pacific Ocean
near Santa Monica, a popular destination spot that attracts many of
the 60 million people who visit Los Angeles beaches annually, has
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become much cleaner in recent years thanks to the upgrade (completed
in 1998) of the Hyperion Treatment Plant. This plant ranks as a
premier wastewater pollution control facility in the region and serves
as the hub of LA’s regional water resource planning efforts.
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drains and prevent it from reaching the Bay by sending it instead to
Hyperion during dry weather periods. The city already conducts
frequent monitoring – to the tune of about 100,000 biological and
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LA also runs a large public education campaign to teach residents
and visitors about the need to avoid littering, to pick up after their

— Randy Newman
Musician

pets, and to keep their cars from dripping oil and other toxic automotive fluids. The reason? Everything in LA flows to the ocean.
A stormwater hotline established in 1994 by the city’s Bureau of

Sanitation as part of this campaign receives and acts upon an
average of 2,000 calls annually, and in six years has resulted in
the removal of more than 528,000 quarts and 616,000 pounds of hazardous wastes from the city’s
streets, alleys, sidewalks and storm drains.

Besides protecting the ocean, LA, located in an arid region, is working hard to make the most of
its water resources. Two existing water reclamation plants already treat 60 to 70 million gallons
of reusable water each day for golf course irrigation, freeway landscaping, industrial cooling, and
recreational and wildlife/waterfowl habitat lakes. Los Angeles International Airport also uses
recycled water from Hyperion, where it goes through a multiphase treatment process.

In addition, three other recycling undertakings – the East Valley, Harbor and Westside Water Recycling
Projects – are moving forward to enhance LA’s ability to provide reclaimed water in additional parts of
the city. Plans call for the East Valley project alone to recharge the groundwater basin with an amount
of water ultimately equal to the annual water needs of 200,000 city residents. In an effort to reduce
dependency on imported water, the city’s Department of
Water and Power intends to reuse about 10 percent of the
city’s future water supply to replace consumption of potable
water, an increasingly scarce and precious
resource in California.

Natural Resources
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In a city

with a population of

more than 3.7 million, Los Angeles continually strives to preserve
and improve its 15,300-plus acres of public parklands and open space.
Such work creates more diverse recreational opportunities, allows
both residents and visitors to "reconnect" with nature in an urban
wilderness setting, and supports wildlife reserves and habitats for
a wide range of species.
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One example is the Sepulveda Wildlife Reserve/Wildlife Lake,
initially dedicated in 1992 and expanded to 225 acres in 1998.
A 10-acre lake sustained with reclaimed water, along with a restored
riparian habitat, provides foraging and resting opportunities for
migratory waterfowl. The incorporation of nature trails has allowed
residents and visitors to experience this nature preserve in the heart
of the San Fernando Valley.

gardens, and
we're building
neighborhood
parks. Without
arts and nature,
you can't
really have a
community."
— Joanne Kozberg
President,
Performing Arts
Center of Los Angeles

In two more key parts of the city, other programs are maintaining a
successful balance between commerce and environmental care. The
busy Port of Los Angeles (a city agency), in the Harbor area, has
engaged in a number of activities that have created a productive and
varied habitat. These include maintenance of an annual nesting site

for the historic but endangered California least tern – which has resulted in yearly increases in the
number of nesting pairs and fledglings – as well as fishery enhancement and kelp transplant projects.

Yet another success story continues to unfold near LA’s
international travel hub, Los Angeles International Airport.
Los Angeles World Airports voluntarily set aside 200 acres of
sand dunes at the west end of the airport to serve as a natural
preserve, and now native animals and plants that once seemed
destined for extinction, including the delicate El Segundo Blue
Butterfly, are thriving. Today, this preserve serves as home to
more than 1,000 species of plants and animals, and boasts 43
acres of virtually undisturbed original native dunes habitat –
the largest remaining coastal dune fragment in Southern
California. In fact, only three other native dune habitat systems
in California have an area equal to the 43 acres in the airport’s
Dunes Restoration Project.

With all of these successful efforts, and many others, LA
continues to showcase the ability to preserve nature and its
diverse species in a vibrant, modern, 21st century city.
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Through another important effort, LA has initiated retrofits at its 700
municipal buildings to reduce energy and water consumption. This

— Gretchen Lewotsky
Vice President for Public
Affairs and Environmental
Operations, Fox Studios

program, expected to lower LA’s energy costs by nearly $4 million
annually, also will lessen greenhouse gas emissions because of lower
energy production needs. To go hand-in-hand with the retrofitting, LA

has launched a program to install 100,000 solarelectric systems by 2010 on residential rooftops,
plus on public buildings and community facilities.

In concert with this, the city has developed
Sustainable Building Guidelines, covering implementation of energy and water efficiency measures,
use of recycled materials, and reduction of toxics for the rehabilitation of housing. LA also is
considering similar measures for city facilities.

These guidelines will result in environmentally responsible homes that also enhance the health and
productivity of their occupants while saving money in the process. In addition, under the nationwide
partnership program called The Partnership for Advancing Technology in Housing (PATH), launched
in 1998, 186 homes in the San Fernando Valley are serving as pilots for the installation of a number
of environmentally sound technologies, including solar-electric systems, gas-absorption chillers for air
conditioning, innovative space heating and more. These efforts complement ongoing utility programs to
help current residential and commercial/industrial customers save energy, and money, through energy
audits, technical assistance, incentives and more.

LA also is fighting sprawl, congestion and smog by redeveloping inner-city
properties that have real or suspected contamination (brownfields). Leading
the charge is the city’s Brownfields Program, which has received national
recognition by capturing a Brownfields Showcase Community designation
for the city. By using grants and partnerships to address contamination issues,
LA continues to highlight ways to mesh economic development with
environmental improvement.

Transport ation
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with the automobile, but everyone pays a price for that: cars and
trucks account for about 60 percent of the region’s pollution. To help
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other parts of the city run on hybrid-electric technology, compressed
natural gas or propane. In addition, at Los Angeles International

— Tim Carmichael
Executive Director,
Coalition for Clean Air

Airport – where a significant portion of pollution comes from

ground-based vehicles – 35 percent of fleet vehicles currently operate
using alternative fuels, with a very attainable goal of raising that number
to 50 percent by 2003.

Besides integrating AFVs into its own fleet, the city actively supports consumer
and business use of clean-fuel vehicles. Through an award-winning program called Quick Charge LA,
between 1997 and 1999 the city worked with 29 public agencies and private companies to install 200
electric vehicle charging stations in LA. In fact, according to the U.S. Department of Energy, in 1998
LA installed the most AFV refueling sites in the nation. Today, thanks to other projects, LA features
close to 400 chargers for electric vehicle drivers alone.

To augment its AFV use and support, the city manages other activities that reduce air pollution
by lowering the number of vehicles on LA’s roads and minimizing congestion. A comprehensive
ridesharing and telecommuting program for employees lessens the number of single-passenger
cars in day-to-day traffic, while the addition of commuter bikeways provides another transportation
option. And the city’s Automated Traffic Surveillance
and Control System uses roadway sensors, computers
and video cameras to improve traffic flow at more than
2,500 intersections – contributing further to efforts
that allow LA residents to maintain their transportation freedom while actually
improving the environment
for generations to come.

Community Initiatives
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like Los Angeles, the city has embarked on major initiatives to help
"green" LA. In fact, the city’s Environmental Affairs Department (EAD)
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One major greening initiative involves the interim use of a six-milelong stretch that runs through parts of South Central LA along an
unused railroad right-of-way. The model Exposition Greenway marks
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that link other recreational sites and populated areas. Since this project’s
kickoff in 1997, the city has worked with the LA Conservation Corps,
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process. The city eventually plans to create a network of greenways
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to help transform the urban landscape.
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In addition, the city sponsors a number of community-based tree
— Lauren Shuler Donner
Film producer and
TreePeople board
member

planting programs to provide ongoing environmental enhancement,
as well as community beautification and wildlife habitat protection.

One such effort, called Cool Communities Streetscape, involves landscaping
38 heavily used transportation routes leading to regional parks with more than 2,000
trees to mitigate the pollution, noise, heat and other impacts of traffic, streets and highways.

A related program, called Cool Schools, entails planting more than 8,200 trees at 82 LA schools to
provide students with more comfortable campuses while enabling schools to use electricity more
efficiently, and ultimately to reduce energy consumption associated with air conditioning. Cool Schools,
like a program called Gardens for Kids LA, also works with schools to educate students about the urban
environment and tree and garden care. Such activities are laying the groundwork for LA to reap extensive environmental benefits well into the future, while at the same time instilling in the next generation
the sense of environmental stewardship necessary for the continued protection of the urban landscape.

Children also are the focal point of an effort called Keep Improving Control of Kids’ Asthma LA, or
KICK Asthma LA, a community-based pilot program designed to combat children’s asthma in an East
Los Angeles community through school-based training, teacher and peer instruction, in-home visits
and school outreach. LA represents one of only 11 Child Health Champion Campaign communities
nationwide selected by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for this program aimed at low-income
and ethic communities.

Under the EAD’s lead, the city works in many other ways to ensure "environmental justice," meaning
that all people and all communities have the opportunity to live in a clean and healthy environment.
In its capacity as an advisor to the Mayor and City Council, the EAD reviews proposed environmental
justice-related legislation, provides input to regional plans and programs, and sponsors forums where
community members, city staff and others can meet to develop common
understanding of problems and facilitate their resolution. In this way, the
city remains committed to empowering communities so that their voices
are heard and their needs addressed.

Environmental Showcase
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Los Angeles,

ecosystem in which humans must better learn to co-exist, Los
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Angeles has emerged as the showcase sustainable city among

collaborative

urban metropolises for the 21st century and beyond. So in
addition to all of the "Hollywood"-hyped descriptions of the
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"City of Angels," just take that closer look. You’ll find that
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of environmental leader. This is LA!

and enthusiasm.
Every one of
us must be
environmentally
conscious to get
results we can
appreciate. And
together we're
getting results."
— Mark Ridley-Thomas
Los Angeles City
Councilman and
Chair of the Council’s
Environmental Quality and
Waste Management
Committee
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The EAD, established in 1990, is the chief
advisor to the city on environmental issues.
It works to ensure a sustainable, clean and
healthful environment for all people of LA.
By restoring habitats, creating innovative
alternatives, assisting businesses and
revitalizing communities, the EAD makes
LA a better place to live, work and play.
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